
2025 UQ-OCS Medical Student Presentations

Erector Spinae Plane Blocks Significantly Reduce Narcotic Use After Primary 

Bariatric Surgery

William Richardson, Alhasan Alani, Cruz Velasco-Gonzalez, Sophia Coulter

ECAP Study Data Premiere: Real-World IDE Study Showing Relationship 

between Physiologic ECAP Biomarkers and Pain Outcomes

Ashwin Kalyanakumar, Maged Guirguis, Jessin John

Respiratory Alkalosis Accounts for Nearly Half of Cases of Low Serum 

Bicarbonate in Patients with Cirrhosis with AKI

Kirsten Johnson, Dustin Chalmers, Sumukh Shetty, Montana Ellis, Ghaith 

Hashem, Vipin Varghese, Juan Carlos Velez

Evaluating SCS and Medical Management for Chronic Pain Without Prior 

Surgery: SOLIS RCT 24-Month Outcomes

Muhammad Moazzam, Maged Guirguis, Jessin John



Best Presentation – UQ-OCS Medical Student

Respiratory Alkalosis Accounts for Nearly Half of Cases of Low Serum 

Bicarbonate in Patients with Cirrhosis with AKI

Kirsten Johnson
UQ-OCS Medical Student



2025 Post-Doctoral Research Fellows Presentations
Utilizing Mindfulness in the Virtual Reality Format for Relief of Fibromyalgia-Related Pain in 

Pain Clinic Patients

Newshaw Arvin, MD

Mentor: Yashar Eshraghi, MD

Changes in the Cross-Sectional Area of the Multifidus Muscle Following Multiple Unilateral 

Radiofrequency Ablations of Lumbar Medial Branches: A Retrospective Review

Jacob Bassin, MD

Mentor: Yashar Eshraghi, MD

Mobile Health Interventions in Post-Stroke Care: Assessing Outcomes and Cost-Effectiveness in 

Rural Communities

Kian Fahimdanesh, MD

Mentor: Richard Zweifler, MD

Advancing Management of Hepatocellular Carcinoma: Multicenter Comparative Analysis of 

Yttrium-90 (Y-90) Radioembolization versus Drug-Eluting Beads Transarterial

Navid Hasani, MD

Mentors: Paul Thevenot, PhD and Kelley Nunez, PhD



2025 Post-Doctoral Research Fellows Presentations

Surgical Treatment of Refractory Gastroparesis Successful in Selected Patients

Min Kang, MD

Mentor: William Richardson, MD

Identification of predictive and prognostic factors contributing to colorectal cancer progression and treatment 

response in African American and non-Hispanic White patients

Ryan Luessen, MD

Mentor: Li Li, MD, PhD

Single System Outcomes Using Yttrium-90 Radioembolization with Personalized Dosimetry in the Treatment of 

Early-Stage Hepatocellular Carcinoma 

Ava Zamani, MD

Mentors: Paul Thevenot, PhD and Kelley Nunez, PhD



Best Presentation – 2025 Post-Doctoral Research Fellow

Mobile Health Interventions in Post-Stroke Care: Assessing Outcomes and 

Cost-Effectiveness in Rural Communities

Kian Fahimdanesh, MD
2025 Post-Doctoral Research Fellow



Paul Thevenot, PhD
Medical Student Research Mentor of the Year 

“Dr. Thevenot's work with medical students has led to one published 

manuscript, four manuscripts in preparation, and twenty abstract 

presentations in the last 1.5 years including one travel award to the Society of 

Interventional Oncology meeting and two UQ fellowship programs.”

“Dr. Thevenot has aimed at teaching each medical student how to analyze, 

present, and think critically about their data and other published work. I 

believe this has tremendously aided medical students as they continue their 

journey to residency.”


