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Year 4 Personal Learning & Development
Term (Elective)

Thank you for supervising our Year 4 students during
their elective placement. We appreciate your time and
commitment to ensure our students have a valuable
experience that will support their future career interests
and help them in their transition to internship.

Course Description

The Personal Learning & Development Elective (PLD-
elective) runs for eight weeks and enables final-year
medical students to pursue study in an area of
personal interest to them relevant to transition to their
future role as a health care provider. It provides an
opportunity to strengthen skills and experiences
relevant to their transition into professional practice.

Depending on the arrangement, a student may be with
you for the entire eight-week term or only part of the
term. Students are responsible for developing a plan in
consultation with you which will demonstrate how they
will engage in supervised activities in a full-time
student capacity.

Learning experiences may include enhancing clinical
skills in hospital or general practice settings,
undertaking a research project in line with current
University or Queensland Medical Schools research
guidelines, or contributing to a community-based
initiative related to medicine. The Elective can be
undertaken locally, elsewhere in Australia, or
internationally (subject to University, Federal, and
State travel restrictions). The location and learning
activities are subject to agreement from a supervisor,
and approval from the PLD-Elective Coordinator at The
University of Queensland Medical School.

Aims of the Personal Learning &
Development Term (Elective)

The personal learning development elective aims to:

e Provide students with the autonomy to undertake a
defined period of work and study that is of direct
benefit to their future medical career

e Provides exposure to health-related contexts of
personal interest or offers opportunities not
otherwise available within the UQ MD program

e Strengthen student skills in planning, execution and
evaluation of supervised learning activities, fostering
habits of lifelong learning essential for sustained
and effective medical practice.

For your interest we have included the intended learning
outcomes for the student

Student Learning Outcomes:

o Actively engage in learning that will assist in the
development of skills and knowledge relevant to your
future career

o Demonstrate a capacity to reflect on personal
achievement against stated goals, identify factors that
have limited that achievement, and describe future
approaches to improve performance

¢ Use digital media to communicate effectively with
peers in an engaging, informative, and professional
manner

e Demonstrate effective communication and
presentation skills in sharing learning experiences
with peers and academic staff

¢ |dentify and pursue opportunities to develop skills that
will facilitate an effective transition to internship

What you need to do:

¢ Learning plan- Students must complete a Learning
Plan and obtain supervisor approval either before
placement begins or at the latest by the end of week
one. By this time, the plan should be developed and
discussed with their supervisor. The student will
submit the learning Plan through MyProgress, the
university’s learning portfolio platform.

Supervisor Report - Supervisors are required to
complete a report, which is submitted through
MyProgress, the university’s learning portfolio
platform. An email will be sent to the supervisor with a
link to the student’s report for completion, signing,
and submission. This will be set to complete at time
this means you should be filling in this document with
your student present.

e Check-in - It is recommended that students meet with
their supervisor midway through the elective term to
discuss progress and receive feedback prior to the
final completion of the Supervisor Report.

e For your information only, the students will be
submitting a reflective multimedia assessment item;
you will not be required to grade or assist with this.
Students may request a photo of you, your team,
and/or facility to include in their presentation.

Thank you again for your commitment to supporting the
learning and professional development of our final year
medical students.

If you have any questions, please contact
med.plc@ugq.edu.au
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